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A lacquer plaque depicting St. Petersburg 
on the river Neva. At the reverse with in-
scription: “Vue Perspective des Bords de 
la Neva en descendant la Rivière entre le 
Palais d’hyver de sa Majesté Impériale et 
les batiments de l’Académie des Sciences 
à St Petersburg”. Black lacquer on cop-
per, decorated and inscribed in gold and 
inlaid with mother of pearl at the reverse. 

An identical plaque is in the Museum of 
Japanese History in Sakura and another 
one in the Museum of Peter the Great in 
St Petersburg, a present by the Swedish 
medical doctor Johan Arnold Stutzer, 
who served with the VOC in Deshima in 
1787-1788, to Catherine the Great in 1794. 
Japan, Nagasaki, circa 1788. 
23 cm. by 39 cm.

Indian carved ebony and ivory inlaid 
armchair, in the crest rail the coat of 
arms of the Irish FitzGerald family of the 
Knights of Glin. The last Knight of Glin was 
Desmond John Villiers FitzGerald (1937-
2011), the 29th Knight of Glin. President 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy, through his 
mother Rose Elisabeth FitzGerald (1890-
1995), is a descendant of the FitzGerald 
lineage. Coromandel Coast/Madras, late 
17th century.


